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T he Asbury City Council met on December 3, 2019 

for their annual “Goal Setting” work session.   The 
work session agenda included a review of prior 

year accomplishments, Capital Improvement Plan 2021 
Projects, results of the citizen survey, Programs, Policies 
and Initiatives.

After much discussion and a long list of 
priorities and projects the council agreed  
on the following priorities for 2020-2021:
 
CITY COUNCIL PRIORITIES
TOP PRIORITIES
1. Traffic – East West Corridor Traffic Study. 
2. Pedestrian Walkways:  Connect city via sidewalks and trails.
3. Storm water issues – retention/detention ponds, quality  

of water, runoff.
4. Maintain excellent financial condition of city.
5. Street Improvement Project – Springreen.

HIGH PRIORITY
1. Maintain and improve amenities – parks, library, golf course, 

green space, comprehensive park and recreation plan.
2. Economic development along Hales Mill Road and Asbury  

Road – designate commercial zones.
3. Encourage development both commercial and residential. 
4. Annexation study.
5. Continue to lower debt and property taxes.

The council will work toward attaining these priorities in the FY 2021 
and beyond in their project planning and city operations.

CITY COUNCIL 
Goal Setting Session 2021

MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL

From Left to Right – Council Member Curt Kiessling, 

Council Member Craig Miller, Mayor Jim Adams, Council 

Member John Richey, Former Council Member Larry Nagle 

and Council Member Bob Reisch.

We would like to thank Larry Nagle for his four years of 

service on the City Council and many years on the City’s 

Planning and Zoning Commision.

City of Asbury: You’re home.
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CITY COUNCIL IN ACTION

Thank you to everyone who participated in our 
Community Survey at the end of 2019.  We had 
nearly 500 responses, which represents close to 
10% of the City’s residents.  Many of you shared very 
insightful thoughts and suggestions.  There were also 
many conflicting opinions shared.  For example, some 
of you want Asbury to grow and are hopeful that new 
businesses will move into town.  Others are afraid that 
Asbury may lose it’s small-town appeal and are hopeful 
that no additional businesses come to town.  We try 
hard to do what is in the best interest of everyone and 
that is a challenging task.  We ask for your patience 
when we work slowly to ensure quality, your grace when 
we make mistakes, and your voice to help guide us 
when we are faced with difficult decisions.  Together, 
we will all ensure that Asbury remains the kind of place 
that people want to call home.  

Common MYTHS and FACTS:
1. “Asbury’s taxes are higher than Dubuque’s.”

 MYTH!  For FY 2021 the proposed property tax levy for 
Asbury is $9.57 per thousand dollars of taxable valuation vs. 
the City of Dubuque proposed property tax levy of $10.43 per 
thousand dollars of taxable valuation.    Property taxes are also 
tied to property valuations.  If your house in Dubuque is valued 
at $150,000, then City property taxes would be approximately 
$861.63 annually and for the same house in Asbury property 
taxes would be $790.58 an approximately $71.05 savings.  That 
said if your house in Dubuque was valued at $150,000 and your 
house in Asbury is valued at $250,000 then your property taxes 
will be higher because of the higher property valuation.  The 
City of Asbury City Council works hard to make sure the city is 
cost effective and efficient in the delivery of city services. 

2. “Our City utilities were less expensive when 
we lived in Dubuque.”

 MYTH!  Based on 600 cubic feet of consumption and 
considering all utilities provided, the overall utility bill in Asbury 
is approximately $9.00 less in Asbury on an annual basis. 

3. “The values and vision of a few elected 
officials do not necessarily reflect or 
understand the opinions of the majority.”

 FACT!  You may have a different opinion than our Council 
Members. All of our members strive to ensure that they are 
representing what they believe are the wishes of their fellow 
residents, but if they don’t hear from you, it can be a challenge.  
The best way to let them know your thoughts and ideas is to 
show up and share them! All City Council meetings are open 
to the public.  You can always find the agendas on our website 
at www.cityofasbury.com a few days before the meeting takes 
place.  Have a question or concern about a project?  Drop by the 
meeting and let us know!  Are you busy that evening?  Shoot us 
an email at info@cityofasbury.com.  We’ll share your feedback 
with the Council. Solution-oriented ideas are always appreciated.

4. “Asbury is a good place to live and  
raise a family.”

 FACT!  Admittedly, we’re biased, but Asbury is a great place 
for people of all ages to call home! The City values nature and 
open space along with safe community living.  We work hard 
to maintain our goal of being a high-quality community where 
people live, learn, grow, work, and play - the kind of place that 
people want to call "home." 

2019 Community 
Survey Results

UTILITY RATE COMPARISON

  Asbury Dubuque Variance

Water 30.26 30.76 (0.50)

Sewer 37.50 31.61 5.89 

Refuse 10.75 15.62 (4.87)

Storm Water 7.00 8.29 (1.29)

Avg Monthly Billing 85.51 86.28 (0.77)

Estimated Annual Utilities 1,026.12 1,035.36 (9.24)



Keep in touch with your community.
Check out www.cityofasbury.com

3

ISSUE 37
S P R I N G

2020

CITY OF ASBURY

IOWA

CITIZEN ISSUES & 
CONCERNS
1. Traffic - Asbury Road/Intersections/

Speed/Congestion
2. Need Sidewalks (73 comments) (Do not 

need - 7 comments)
3. Utility Bills High
4. Property Taxes High
5. Trails need more
6. Businesses - shops and restaurants - 

need more
7. Pool
8. Improve taste of water
9. Water run off
10. Middle Road not safe

SURVEY RANKINGS 
from responses ranking 10 
items for the community to 
focus on in the future.

1. Maintain Infrastructure
2. Improve parks, recreation, and trails
3. Add more dining options
4. Create a commercial area
5. Reduce Crime
6. Develop affordable housing
7. Community swimming pool
8. Encourage entrepreneurship
9. Invest in arts and culture
10. Develop public transportation
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Help Voters in 
Your Community! 
Do you have an urge to serve your community but don’t know 
how? Do you have energy, stamina, and possess good computer, and 
listening skills? Want to earn extra money while participating in an 
important civic activity?  Then apply to Dubuque County to become 
a Precinct Election Official. They provide competitive Election Day 
wages, paid training, and expert instruction, as well as providing you 
with the most up-to-date election equipment available.   This year’s 
elections are the Primary Election, held Tuesday, June 2nd and the 
General Election held Tuesday, November 3rd. 

You can apply in person at the Dubuque County Auditor’s  
Office at 720 Central Avenue, Dubuque or apply online at  
www.dubuquecounty.org/elections using the Precinct Election 
Official Online Application. You can also call the Dubuque 
County Elections office at (563) 589-4457 for more information.   
What a great way to serve your community!  

Board VACANCIES
WE NEED YOU! 
The City of Asbury, Iowa, is seeking applications for vacancies on 
multiple City boards and commissions. These boards help guide 
City officials in making decisions that impact the City of Asbury.  
We need volunteers who are willing to share their time and ideas. 
The City has openings on the following boards:

- Park Board

- Zoning Board of Adjustment

- Stormwater Committee

- Building Code Commission

If you are an Asbury resident and are interested in being 
considered for appointment, please submit a letter of interest to 
City Administrator, City of Asbury, 5290 Grand Meadow Drive,  
Suite 1, Asbury, IA 52002 or email to info@cityofasbury.com.
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Keep in touch with your community.
Check out www.cityofasbury.com
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Park & Recreation

Spring Clean-Up Day
Spring clean-up day will be held Saturday, May 9.  
Residents who have extra refuse from spring cleaning and leftovers 
from garage sales may place items curbside for this special pick 
up.  Regular items will be picked up at no charge.  A large item 
tag is needed for the following:  water heater, refrigerator, freezer, 
stove, washer, dryer, dishwasher, air conditioner, dehumidifier, 
microwave, and gas grill (no propane tanks), lawnmowers, bicycle, 
weight benches & treadmills.  No sticker is required for furniture, 
humidifiers, mattresses, computer tower, or printer. 

FREE YARD WASTE DAYS
Free Yard Waste Days:  April 2nd and 9th.  The yard waste 
collection season will run from April 2nd until November 19th. Yard 
waste is picked up weekly on Thursdays.  Please have your yard 
waste set by the curb by 6 a.m.  An annual tag can be purchased for 
one container to be set out weekly for $50.  Residents should place 
their yard waste in a biodegradable bag or container with your tag 
attached and facing the street.  The container or bag cannot exceed 
40 lbs.  Tree branches must be no longer than four feet in length, 
and the diameter of the bundle cannot exceed two feet. Tags may be 
purchased at Casey’s General Store and Asbury City Hall for $2.50.    

SPRING REMINDERS
  The storage of materials on roadways is not allowed.   

  Boats, trailers, campers, and recreational vehicles are not allowed 
to be stored on a public right of way, driveway, or front yard for 
more than 48 hours.   

  Recreational fires are permitted if supervised by a competent 
person at least 18 years of age.  Rubber tires, garbage, construction 
materials, etc. shall not be burned in a recreational fire.   

  Please be mindful of those around you.  It is unlawful for the 
owner of a dog to permit a dog to cause serious annoyance or 
disturbance to any person by frequent howling or barking.  It is 
also unlawful for any owner or caretaker to allow their animal to 
defecate on any property they do not own without immediately 
cleaning up after the animal and disposing of the waste properly.  
Violations of this ordinance may be subject to a fine. 

  Blowing grass clippings in the street is considered a nuisance  
and therefore prohibited.

  Dumping grass clippings and yard  
waste on City property is prohibited.

Hadley’s Dog Park
Hadley’s Dog Park is a great west end location for your 
dog to run and play.  It’s located on the the Dubuque Regional 
Humane Society Campus.  The address is 4242 Chavenelle Road.  
The dog park is open year round and it the first and only member-
only dog park in our area.  The park is over an acre of green space 
that includes activities for your dog to play on and socialize.  The 
membership prices are as follows:

ONE TIME PASS / $10
QUARTERLY / $25 per dog, each additional dog is $10
YEARLY / $75 per dog, each additional dog is $10

The membership helps pay for the upkeep of the park and also for 
the care of animals that are surrendered to the Humane Society each 
year.  If your dog is 4 months or older, has no bite history and has 
proof of rabies/distemper/parvo and Bordetella vaccinations, they 
are eligible for membership.  If you have any questions, contact the 
Dubuque Regional Humane Society at 563.582.6766.

ASBURY 
ANNUAL
The Asbury Annual Garage Sale  
will start Friday, May 1, and continue  
through the weekend. .This year the City will again  
offer a directory of garage sales that will be available  
online on the city's website. If you would like to register your  
garage sale, please email your garage sale information to  
info@cityofasbury.com. All garage sale listings need to be  
submitted by Monday, April 27. 

Please include your address, date and time of sale and a listing  
of your major sale items. Each garage sale listing is limited.   
The City will only accept garage sale listings via email. If you do  
not have access to a computer or internet, the Asbury Branch of  
the Dubuque County Library does have internet access and 
computers to use for free! 

The Garage Sale Directory is available from the website only.   
A basic map of the streets of Asbury is located on the city’s 
website at www.cityofasbury.com.

MAY 1
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2020 
Pavilion Rentals
Reservations will be taken at City Hall after 

January 1st for the rental season beginning  

May 1, 2020, to October 31, 2020. 

1 RENTAL FEES
ASBURY PARK

Wagner Pavilion
HALF DAY: $50.00 FULL DAY: $90.00

ASBURY PARK 

Sullivan Pavilion
HALF DAY: $50.00 FULL DAY: $90.00

CLOIE CREEK PARK 

Cloie Creek Pavilion
FULL DAY: $100.00

Rental fee includes exclusive use of the indicated pavilion during 
the rental period. It does not include exclusive use of any other park 
amenities or guaranteed use of any other park amenities (i.e., splash 
pad, mountain bike trail, playgrounds, etc.)

2 RESERVATIONS
Reservations will only be made for up to the maximum number  
of people the City states a pavilion holds. If the group is larger  
than the number of people that a pavilion holds, then the reservation 
must be made for both pavilions. If only one pavilion is available,  
no reservation can be made.

  Wagner Pavilion holds a maximum of 65 people.
  Sullivan Pavilion holds a maximum of 50 people.
  Cloie Creek Pavilion holds a maximum of 48 people.

3 PAYMENT&AGREEMENT
Payment and completed rental agreement are required to secure 
your date. Renters may call in advance to have their preferred  
date held for up to 5 business days.  If rental agreement and  
payment are not received, by the end of the 5th day, the renter  
will forfeit their hold on the date, and the pavilion may be  
rented by another party. 

FREE ASBURY 
SKATE NIGHT
DATE: Thursday, March 19th

TIME: 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

LOCATION: 

Skate Country, 5630 Saratoga Road 

The City will be hosting our annual skating party at Skate Country.  
Asbury residents receive free admission to this event.  Skate rental 
will also be complimentary.
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Sara Burke Editor
Gigantic Design Co. Design
 
Support your community.
For advertising rates and  
availability, please contact 
Sara at 563.556.7106


